HALIFAX BOARD OF SELECTMEN

SELECTMEN MEETING

TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 2024 – 6:00 P.M.

GREAT HALL
--------------------------------------------------------------

The Board opened the meeting in public session at 6:00 p.m. with Selectmen John Bruno, Jonathan Selig and Naja R. Nessralla present. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Board as well as those attending today’s meeting stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

The following business was discussed:

MINUTES

Moved by Nessralla and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously approved the following Selectmen Minutes: 

            Regular Session – March 12, 2024

Regular Session – March 26, 2024

AFFIRMED WARRANTS & COMMITMENTS
Moved by Nessralla and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously approved payment of the following warrants & commitments:

	Vendor Warrant
	#89
	For
	$ 325,632.06        

	School Warrant
	#90
	For
	$ 437,332.31

	Ambulance Commitments

3/18/24-3/24/24 
	
	For
	$   17,284.69  

	Ambulance Commitments

3/25/24-3/31/24 
	
	For
	$   55,744.82


APPROVED WARRANTS 

Moved by Nessralla and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously approved payment of the following warrants:

	Payroll Warrant
	#91
	For
	$452,986.32

	Vendor Warrant
	#92
	For
	$146,042.29

	Withholding Warrant
	#93
	For
	$155,260.98


DISCUSSIONS

Release of Executive Session Minutes
Moved by Selig and seconded by Nessralla, the Board unanimously voted to release the following Executive Session Minutes:
	03/08/2016
	02/12/2019
	05/07/2019
	08/13/2019 – Session A

	05/23/2017
	02/26/2019
	05/28/2019
	10/22/2019

	01/23/2018
	03/12/2019
	06/11/2019
	10/30/2019

	03/27/2018
	03/26/2019
	06/25/2019
	11/26/2019

	01/22/2019
	05/02/2019
	07/23/2019 – Session A
	12/10/2019
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Interest in Regionalization of Pond Management 
Laura Fitzgerald Kemmitt wrote a letter addressing the Board of Selectmen about having a discussion of regionalization of pond maintenance. Kimmitt believes that there may be a cost savings if we were to do so.  Plymouth County Commission would be the ones to handle the pond maintenance if we were to do so; the town currently used Solitude.  The letter from Kemmitt was not asking for a commitment but to see if we would be interested in having a conversation about this with Plymouth County Commission.  The Board was in favor of having Haddad submit a response letter. 
Jeremy Gilespie- 9 Richview Avenue

He said having this conversation is a positive thing and added that the pond could benefit from some drudging. 
Special and Annual Town Meeting Warrant Approval
ATM
Article 1 - standard article

Article 2 - Wage & Personnel by-law

Article 3 - Elected Officials income

Article 4 - Operating Budget

Article 5 - Revolving Accounts

Article 6 - Reserve Funds 

Article 7 - Solar PILOR on River St. – may have to pass over this one.

Article 8 - Capital Plan items

Article 9 - Community Preservation Act.  Selig will speak on it.  He would like to change to 

    1.5% instead of 1%.  Bruno thinks that is a good idea and said that this is not a done deal
    Town Meeting votes on it.

Article 10 - $3,500 for South Coastal Counties Legal Services

Article 11 - $3,500 South Shore Resource & Advocacy Center
Article 12 - $150 for Plymouth County Cooperative Extension Service

Article 13 - increase the demand fee from $5 to $15.

Article 15 - to fund the HVAC unit at the High School

Article 17 - the election.

STM

Article 1 – just a place holder in case we have to cover the deficit.  

Moved Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously approved the warrant for the Annual Town Meeting of May 13, 2024 and the Special Town Meeting of May 13, 2024. 
Letter to State Delegation Regarding Educational Funding
Initiated by Selig; a letter was drafted to be sent to State Delegation about special education funding. The letter touched upon the formula of circuit breaker and the chapter 70 funding needing to be recalculated. The letter simply asks the state for more support. 
Request to Raise Boards at Furnace Street Culvert 
Brad Chase from Marine and Fisheries along with Steve Hayward have been in contact about lifting the boards at Furnace Steet. Initially only one board would be lifted and if all goes well then maybe another one would be lifted. Raising the boards will also help with the Herrin fish. A crew would come in to help with this. .  

Jeremy Gillespie- 9 Richview Ave- the boards serve no purpose. The quicker they can be lifted the better. 
Moved by Selig and seconded by Nessralla, the Board unanimously voted to authorize the removal of the boards at Furnace Street subject to the approval of the highway department. 
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SCHEDULED APPOINTMENTS
Heather Sylvia - Tipsy Mermaid LLC - 1 Day Liquor License - The Farm at Raven Brook

Moved by Bruno and seconded by Nessralla, the Board unanimously approved a one-day beer & wine license for The Market at The Farm at Raven Brook, 137 Wood Street on Sunday, May 12, 2024.  Tipsy Mermaid LLC will be serving the alcohol.  Delivery of the beer & wine will be on Sunday, May 12, 2024; the serving of beer & wine will be on Sunday, May 12, 2024 between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.; disposal/removal of the beer & wine will be on Sunday, May 12, 2024.
Tami Herchel - Ragnar Road New England Race

Moved by Bruno and seconded by Nessralla, the Board unanimously granted permission to Tami Herchel, Road Race Director for Ragnar Relay Series, for runners to run through Halifax along Plymouth Street (Route 106) and set up a runner exchange location in the Halifax Elementary School parking lot on May 28, 2024 between the hours of 1:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. 

DISCUSSIONS

Regional Dispatch Agreement with Regional Old Colony Communication Center  
There are no changes to the contract.  This will be a one-year contract instead of a three because another community might join the ROCCC.  
Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Regional Dispatch Agreement with the ROCCC. 
Eye Insurance Adoption
The town employees are currently not offered eye insurance as part of their benefits package. Mayflower municipal has an eye insurance plan that would be 100% paid by the employee and have no cost to the town.  

Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously voted to adopt the eye insurance policy. 
Connecting Rods Auto Club Cruise Nights - Live Entertainment 
Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously approved Permit #2024 issued to Ralph Smith for live entertainment at Walmart for Friday Night Cruise Nights from the May 30th through October 11th. 

Reappoint Jacquelin Canapino to Halifax Cultural Council 

Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously reappointed Jacquelin Canapino to the Halifax Cultural Council effective February 11, 2024, term to expire February 11, 2027.
MBTA Action Plan
Still waiting to hear from the state. No other updates
Morse Brothers
The town was notified today that they finished the work under the existing permit. 
Training for Boards and Committee
No new updates
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Staffing and Town Operations
HaliFacts is a new web page with information on the most discussed topics around town.  This will beneficial to residents instead of having to go to social media. .  

Town Accountant interviews are going on. Planning to bring forward a candidate at the next meeting for recommendation.  

The Attorney General’s office was to provide the Town with response by yesterday regarding  the zoning bylaw changes for the senior housing overlay district but two individuals wrote to the AG.  The complaints do not show any validity but the AG’s office wants to take the time to review them.  Counsel has granted an extension request from the AG  and we should have their decision by June.  
MEETING ADJOURNED

There being no further business, moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 6:49 p.m.
-------------------------------------------------                         -------------------------------------------------

Jonathan Selig                                                                   Date approved 

Vice Chair
/ev

/pjm
Documents referenced 
Tipsy Mermaid LLC - 1 Day Liquor License request
Regional Dispatch Agreement
Live Entertainment request - Connecting Rods Auto Club Cruise Nights 

